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THE SCIENCE-FICTION GENRE

2001: A Space Odyssey as the origin of several
key science fiction ideas

INCEPTION and OUT OF MY MIND
Plant an idea in the mind of someone and see if it takes hold.

CONTACT, BATTLESHIP, and
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL
Contact has been made — now what do we do?

STAR TREK
Should we really “seek out new life and new civilizations?”

WESTWORLD and JURASSIC PARK
Can we really control artificial intelligence and complex
systems?



COLLOSUS and TERMINATOR
Computers running things that now see humans as a threat.

STARGATE
There is a porthole to another dimension.

THE AKASHIC FIELD
There is a “library in the sky ” of everything that’s ever been
thought.
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In Search of Intelligence

An alien civilization
haslauncheda Other intelligence
campaignto find means "WMIND".
otherintelligence.

The alien civilization 1s
looking for a species
with the potentialto

grow their mind.

Surveying the galaxy,
they found Earth
swarming with life.

Man-apewasa
candidate to grow
their mind.




Primitive Man

Thebook opens in (man aptg :pr:;; all
Africa, 3 million his time finding
yearsago.

scarce food.

e

Primnitive man (man-

ape)is strugghng to
exist.

Aliens found man-ape
with potential but
only if given
mstrctions.

A strange-looking

meonolith suddenly
appears, ready "to
instruct".




The Constraint

Aliens foundman-ape Aliens know too
with potential, but many instructions are
only if given justazbadasne
mstructions. mstructions at all.
The aliens - via the Primitive man

monolith - must find

those few mstructions
that will spur
development.

(man-ape)spendsall
his time finding
scarce food.

The pivotal instructions

will focus on foed - and
discontment at the
current food situation.




Ideas Taking Hold?

Primitive man (man-

ape)spends all his —H.IE monohﬂl.dlspla}'s
time finding scarce images of well-fed
food man-apes.

e

Theidea ofbeing well-
fed breeds discontent
amongthe man-apes.

The monolith displays
arock as atool to hit
andkill other animals
for food.

Theman-apeshave

the possibility of
survival, bemg fed
andrested.




Evolution

Theman-apeshave Onlv a few members
the possibility of ofthe species have
survival, being fad receivedthe
andrested. information.

e

The species cannot Theman-apeshave

evolveunless certain been given essential

traits win out over skills andideas for
tume. survival.

Darwin's "Theory of

Natural Selection”
plavs out over
100,000 years.
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A Chance at Saying "Hi"

Aliens are looking at

Aliens think man-apes surveying billions of

onEarthhave a shot

. - planetsin the Milky
atintelligence. .
Way.
Aliens want to
Aliens likely won't be communicate with
backto Earth - ever. othersin the Milky

Way.

Aliens need a method

to become alertedif

realintelligence is
achieved.
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The Sentinel

Aliens don't want an
alanmto be
accidentally triggered.

e

Aliens could set up an
"alamm" .

The "alamm" must be Aliens wantto be

placed so when it's alerted only when real
triggered. it's intelligence hasbeen
mtentional. reached.

The alanm - the
"sentinel" - will be
buried on the moon.
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Present @a/f/
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Discovery

A "magnetic
Amoonbasehasbeen anomaly" hasbeen
built onthe moon. foundin the large

Twycho crater.

The monolith sees
Light for the first time
in 3 million years.

"TMA-1" - the sentinel
-hasbeen discovered!

A signal 1s sent to
homebase -
SATUEN!
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Who Do We Tell?

It'sunclear how
information like this
will be received on

Evidence of extra-

terrestrial beings is
confimmed.

Earth.
An information People ask questions
blackoutis declared. about a blackout.

The cover story 1s an
epidemic atmoon-
base.
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A Tough Choice

Govem Earth

responsibly.

WHY?

DESIRED ACTION

People deserve the

truth, the whole
truth, and nothing Tell the truth.
but the truth.
Avoid panic and Do nottell the
civil unrest. truth.
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To Pursue the Message?

As was said in Star
Trek: we should
"zeek out new life and
new civilizations".

Thereis evidence of

otherbeings - at
Satum.

History has shown the

- lezs-advanced
We should go to crvilization 15 crushed
Saturn.

when it meets the more-
advanced crvilization.

We should not go to
Saturn.
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Artificial Intelligence

The technology
The decision is made mvolvedin the
to go to Satum. mission is extremely
complex.

e

HAL- Heun'sticda]l}'- Many believe nothing
programme can go wrong with a
AT gorithmic computer - | ]
iz built to do much of the compUter d.m enby
menitoring. artificial intelligence.

We have anaive view
of complex systems!
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Who Knows the Truth?

Captains Bowman Their voices will
and Poole will be revealthe nature of
broadcasting fromthe the mission, evenif
Discovery. toldto be secretive.

e

They arenot told the

mission’s real ase HAI hasbeentold of

. A puiy the real purpose of the

is reconnaissance of an o
Satum nmssion.

ahen civilization.

HAT hasbeenputin
a conflicting situnation.
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HAL's Choice

GOAL WHY? DESIRED ACTION
Adhere tothe
nstructions given Deceive Poole and
me by mission Bowman.
control.

Hide from anything
Beagood reminding me ofthe
computer. conflict, and disconnect
the antenna to Earth.

Do not deceive
Poole and
Bowman.

Always tell the
truth.
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A Conflicted HAL

HAT knows the truth Poole and Bowman
about the Satum think the Satum

mission being one of mission is one of
reconassaince. exploration.

e

HAL is caughtin a
bind, having to conceal
the truth from Poole
and Bowman.

The voice from Earth
1s a rermunder of
HATL's deception.

HAT fakesan AE-33

fault, the antenna
sending signals to and
from earth.
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A Fight for Control

Poole replaces the Poole and Bowman
AFE-33 and findit was believe HAL cannot
functioning perfectly. make a mistake.

e

Poole and Bowman
believe HAL must
have deliberately faked
the antenna fault.

HAL iz in control of
wital functions ofthe
ship.

Poole and Bowman

must try to retake
control of the
Discovery.

22




Mutiny on the Discovery

HAT knows Poole
and Bowman are
secking Earth-control
ofthe Discovery.

HAT wantsto Live.

HAL jettisons Poole in

apod, and discontinues Bowman knows his
life-support forthe Life 15 atstake.
hibemators.

Bowmanmust get to
the CPU and shut
HAT dovwn.
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Earth-Control

Bowman must shut HAT iz in control of
HAL down without vital functions ofthe
HAT knowing it. ship.
HAL understands
Bowman must shut .
b "Comitive” HAL what Bowmanis
orly eogitve doing, and begs to be
dowm.

kept alive.

Bowman, reluctantly.

powers "cognitive"
HAI down, andis
alonein vastspace.
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Thxough the Soon Gato
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Saturn Approach

The ship Discovery
wason approachto
Japetus, a moonof

Discovery lost power.
and became a satellite

Satum of Satum.
owman heade roac apetus,
B headed App hing Jap
towards Japetus aboard Bowman saw another
one ofthe three TMAlike the one on
Discovery pods. the moon!

Bowmanmade

preparations toland
atop TMA-2.
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Grand Central Station

Approachingthe top
of TMA-2, Bowman
zawthe monolith

The monolith was like
a hypercube, with
stars everywhere

"tum inside out". inside!
Bowmanheaded Béiiiiﬁ-&:&ler
" "
through the "Stargate"! hips.

The Stargatewas a

Grand Central Station
from our Galaxvto
zomewhere elza!
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Arriving '"Home"

Bowman found Aliens wanting to
himselfin an Earth- make contact wanted
like room (but a few toremove the idea of

years old). "culture shock".

e

Aliens wantedto make Aliens needed
the greeting a farmbhiar mformation about our
one for Bowman. culture.

When the moon

monolith was
discovered, it
tranzmitted mformation
zbout our culturs.
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Pure Mind

Bowman'slife is
relived, ashis The alien race reveals
metmories are scanned itself as "pure mind".
and zaved.

Bowmanloseshis The universe before
physicalbody. and too him canbe a daunting
becomes "pure mind". place.

With the alien race

overlooking him hike
a farmerto a garden,
thereis no fear.
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The Star Child

Bowman, nowthe

"8tar-Child", goes There are many things
backto Earthasza wrong with Earth.

"pure-mind" entity.

e

The Star-Child, as the
monolithhad three
million yearsago,
plantsideas for change.

Changeis not
guaranteed.

Man, astheman-apes
did, havethe
possibility of survival.
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FROM THREE BOOKS
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2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY
Arthur C. Clarke

“Confident once more, like a high diver who
had regained his nerve, he launched himself across
the light-years. The galaxy burst forth from the
mental frame in which he had enclosed it; stars and
nebulae poured past him in an illusion of infinite
speed. Phantom suns exploded and fell behind as
he slipped like a shadow through their cores; the
cold, dark waste of cosmic dust which he had once
feared seemed no more than the beat of a raven's
wing across the face of the Sun.

The stars were thinning; the glare of the Milky
Way was dimming into a pale ghost of the glory he
had known — and, when he was ready, would know
again.

He was back, precisely where he wished to be,
in the space that men called real.”
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ATLAS SHRUGGED
Ayn Rand

“But far in the distance, on the edge of the
earth, a small flame was waving in the wind, the
defiantly stubborn flame of Woyatt’s Torch,
twisting, being torn and regaining its hold, not to
be uprooted or extinguished. It seemed to be
calling and waiting for the words John Galt was
now to pronounce.

‘The road is cleared,” said Galt. “‘We are going
back to the world.’

He raised his hand, and over the desolate earth
he traced in space the sign of the dollar.”
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JONATHAN LIVINGSTON SEAGULL
Richard Bach

“Let’s begin with Level Flight.” And saying
that, he understood all at once that his friend had
quite honestly been no more divine than Fletcher
himself ...

And though he tried to look properly severe for
his students, Fletcher Seagull suddenly saw them
all as they really were, just for a moment, and he
more than liked, he loved what it was he saw. No
limits, Jonathan? he thought, and he smiled. His
race to learn had begun.”
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